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CONTROVERSIAL. 
COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Gospel Herald, 


Ma. Evrtor,—I observed in the Gospel Herald 
ef August 26th, a communication over the signature 
of Mikross, which states, that the communication of 
Halcyon, or that part thereof, w hich says, that“ A 
religious life has generally been considered by those 
that are called orthodox, to be compounded of al- 
ternate scenes of doubt, of gloomy melancholy, 
and the reviving rays of returning hope,” needs ex- 
planation, at least, if it does not require to be mate- 
rially corrected. | shall, therefore, with peculiar 
pleasure, notice before the public the remarks that 
Mikross has made, relative to the preceding part cf 
my communication. For my own part, t do noi 
couceive that it needs any illustration ; for it literally 
means what it says,;—neither do | conceive, that it 
requucs to be corrected; for it speaks the truth, and 
js, therefore, a correct statement of facts. Mikross 
next observes, that he “ has read mauy standard au- 
thors oa this very subject,who were styled orthodox, 
wihout learning that any one of them considered a 
religious lite the compound that I have described. 
That he never suspected that any, even of the more 
iguorant class of private Christians, conceived such 
an idea of it, until the above siatemeut met his eye.” 
He iarther observes, that “if | can substantiate this 
statement, the public are entitled to the preof; and 
if Leannot, he submits it to myself, whether a strict 
regard to charity and Christian candour, would not 
urge me to correct it.” ‘Yo this L answer, that | am 
always willing to correct and acknowledge to the 
world my errors, as soonas | am convinced of them. 
But so far from being in error on the present vcca- 
sion, | stand surrounded with superabundant e i- 
dence to prove the correctness uf this (to Mikross) 
objectionavle statement. And, if I had not been in 


|pursuits to the very end of his pilgrimage; and 





speaking ef the grand adversary of man, observes, | 
‘that “ he will follow bim with malicious arts and 


that he will leave no method unattempted which 
may be likely to weaken his hands, and to sadden his 
heart; thatif through the gracious interposition of 
God, he cannot prevent bis final happiness, he may, 
‘at least, impair his peace and his uselulness as he is 
passing to it. This (says Mr. Doddridge) is what 
'the people of God feel ; and what you feel in some 
degree or other, if you have your lot and portion 
‘among them.” In the 2d volume of the New-York 
Missionary Magazine of 1801, it is written, as fol 
lows, concerning the conflict between sin and grace. 
Page 139,“ While they strive for the mastery, the 
soul of the believer experiences strange alterations. 
Now, ia the exercise of faith on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, he is more than a conqueror; the power of 
corruption seems to be destroyed; his mountain 
stands strong ; and he is ready to say, | shall never 
be moved. In one hour the sceve is reversed; 
therefore, whom he thought dead, awakens as a 
giant refreshed from sleep A thousand furious 
lusts break in upon his repose, and fill him with 
consternation and dismay. Again he is victorious 
through grace, and again the enemy returns to the 
charge. In this manner must he fight his way 
through, often conquering, often foiled, till the last 
great triumph, in which he shall enter the everlasting 
kingdom of his Lord and Saviour.” 

In complete union with all this testimony, the 
celebrated Watts declares, 


By glimmering bopes and gloomy fears, 

We trace the sacred road; 

Through dismal deeps and dangerous snares, 
We make our way to God. 


Numerous other quotations might be made te the 





possession of the strongest evidence of the fact, I 
should never have been the means of presenting it 
ty the public. As Mikross observes, that he has 
read many standard authors on this subject, and has 
found ae such deseription of it,as | have represented, 
lain disposed to think, that he must have given the 
writings of those authors a very superficial reading 
‘indeed, not to have discovered, that they agree pre 
cisely with the statement Lhave made. For I have 
never read any of those self-styled orthodox writers 
on this subject, who differed from the views I have 
given of it. I shall, therefore, in the first place, pro 
duce quotations from their own writings to prove the 
fact, as stated by me. And first,—John Witherspoon, 
D.D. aod late President of the New Jersey College, 
in a sermon written by him, which is contained in a 
book called the American Preacher, states as fol- 
lows, page 206, that, “ Surely the excellent ones 
of the earth may be sometimes involved in great 
perplexity and doubt.” Page 207, (speaking of hope 
in the Divine favour) “ If this, from the variableness 
of our own conduct, is sometimes more, sometimes 
less strong, and sometimes wholly suspended; when 
this last is the case, it must occasion inexpressible 
coocern.” And again he observes, “ how many do 
we see every day under a spirit of bondage, who, 
though they still cleave to God as their portion, yet 
are often full of fears, and seldom dare confidently 
affirm their interest in, or relation to him.” “ And 
indeed, (he continues) how can it be otherwise? 
While we are here, our sanctification is but imper- 
fect; and alas! with regard to many, it is often 
hard to determine whether we should not write upon 
it, Mene tekel, as essentially defective.” Page 208, 
in consequence of a rebellious heart, &c. Christians 
alternately are calling in question the certainty ,either 
ef the love of God to them. or of their love to him.” 
Philip Doddridge, D. D. in his book entitled the 


same effect, but those that are already made may 
suffiee 1 now think it is the duty of Mikross,either to 
point out the difference between the foregoing ex- 
ltraets and the compound which he considered es- 
sentially wrong, or to acknowledge, that they 
|amount to the same in substance. But in addition 
| to all this testimony, many of the consecrated desks 
|p this city, even at the present day,can bear witness 
\to the same Doctrines. And 1 now appeal to the 
consciences of all those, from the Bishops down to 
the most ignorant of professing Christians, who be- 
lieve in any thing short of an effectual, finished, 
Universal salvation, whether their path through 
life is not diversified with alternate scenes, in a 
greater or less degree, of brightened prospects for 
future bliss, and dark and gloomy uncertainty. 
And in a special and particular manner, | appeal to 
the conseience of Mikross, (if he is a professor of 
religion,) whether he bas not experienced in his own 
mind something very like hope and fear, relative to 
his final salvation. If he has not, by inference 
from the extract from Dr. Doddridge, he has neither 
lot nor portion among the people of God. And 
also, according to President Witherspoon, these 
changes are certain and cannot be qusiied. These 
eminent authors, in this, are certainly correct; for by 
their systems no person can ever have while here, 
the perfect assurance of happiness beyond the grave, 
and their hopes, and their fears, on this subject, will 
always be in proportion to their virtue, to their own 
internal goodness, and to their ignorance of that 
testimony, which says, that “ he that transgresseth 
the law in one point, is guilty of all; that God 
taketh cognizance of the thoughts of the heart, and 
hath said, Thou shalt not covet.” May the Almighty 
soon remove the veil of the covering which tradi- 
tion has cast over the minds of the people, and in- 
troduce them into the rest of the believer, which is 








NO. 21. 








| Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul, page 318,) far beyond the sphere of gloomy melancholy or 


doubt. 


Hacyon. 
- oo 


For the Gospel Herald. 


The Editor, in his last answer to Philotheus, pre 

sumes without proof —First, that all men are im 
Christ ; because the writers of the Scriptures have, 
iu Writing to the saints, said, “In God we live aud 
move, and have our being: or we are complete in 
him,who is the head of all principality, Xe., or other 
such passages. Thus he applies to sinners, what is 
applicable to saints. Sinners are such as are not in 
Christ, agreeably to John, xv. 6, and viii 44. Acts 
xiii. 10. John xvi 33. In Christ is peace, iv the world 
is tribulation, All, therefore, who are not in peace, 
and in the unity of the Spirit, which Paul said was 
the bond of peace, are not in Christ, but are in the 
world of tribulation. Secondly, Although most of 
the world of mankind are in tribulation, yet he in- 
fers that all are in a siate of blessedness, because the 
oath of God was, * that in Christ the seed of Abra- 
ham, all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.” 
Gen. xxii. 18. But this simply amounts to ne more 
than that all the nations of the earth shall be blessed 
in Christ, the seed of Abraham, according to the 
flesh, but of God according to the Spirit But 
when? Are all the nations of the earth now blessed 
in Christ? If so, they are not in trouble, &e. but 
ina blessed condition. The Editor says, all persons 
are in Christ, and so in the state of blessedness. 
Others say, they are not ; “ for the wicked are like 
the troubled sea ;” for multitudes are not in the 
Spirit, but in the flesh; are not in Christ Jesus, but 
out of him ; are not in God’s approbation, but in his 
reprobation. They that walk after the flesh are 
ungodly: and Paul says, Rom. viii 8. “ They that 
are in the flesh cannot please God.” The law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, doth not make 
such, as it made Paul, free from the law of sin and 
death. But to them who are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit, no con- 
demnation exists, Rom viii. 1. For the law of the 
Holy Spirit freed them from sin, condemnation and 
death, and they walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit, and please God. They who abide not 
in Christ the vine, Joho xv. and are out of him; 
they who are in the flesh, in Adam, Cain, Esau, 
Hagar, Ishmael, which are the carnal natures, and 
are carnally minded, these are not subject te the 
law of God, agreeably to Rom. viii. 6.7. This may 
serve to manifest that all are not in Jesus Christ : 
neither all men, nor all nations, and so notin Chris- 
tian beatitudes. Though many are called to him by 
the Spirit, that speaks to churches,” Rey. yet few 
heed and obey its voice, and, consequently, few are 
chosen. This agrees with the words of Christ, 
“ that many are called, but few are chosen.” Those 
Corinthians who had made their calling and election 
sure, by the grace of God, and a right use of their 
free-agency, are called “the temples of the living 
God.” 2d Cor. vi. 16. God dwelletb in his temple, 
“ or God hath said, | will dwell in them, and walk 
inthem” “ Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” 1 Cor. 
ii), 16. Here we see that the people of Corinth who 
were “ sanctified in Christ Jesus,’ chap. i v @. form 
the temple of God, and “* the temple of God is 
holy,” 1 Cor. iii, 17 “ which temple ye are.” 
Here is a plain proof that the Editor is wrong, when 
he makes holy souls of the holy temple of God, to 
be sinners, not saints. Because the Berleteete say, 
of the “ world which lieth in wickedness,” that not 
one of the worldly class of society is good: that 
all have sinned, &c., he falsely coneludes, that the 
children, church and temple of God, is unholy, even 








that every soul abiding in their bodies here, and 
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composing the holy temple of God, in which God 
dwells by his Spirit, and whieh Spirit sanc- 
tifies them. Awful perversion of the true sense of 
Scripture! aod defiling of mind in the temple of 
God, “ and if any man defile the temple of God, 
him shall God destroy.” Let the defying Goliah, 
who scoffs at the regeneration of sinners, to fit them 
for God’s holy temple, dread the consequence 
Though the souls that compose the holy temple of 
God are holy, and God dwelleth in them, yet their 
holiness is wholly of God, from whom only cometh 
every good. So that, in this sense of reierence to) 
the source of all good, it is said, to such as suppose | 
man has any good of himself, and not of God, 
“ there is none good but God.” This appears evi- 
dently the real signification of this passage. But 
not so, in some’s opinion. The Editor wrests this 
text, to prove that every member of the temple and 
ehurch of God is wicked, as long as he dwells in an 
outward body. He thus makes the temple and 
church of God unholy! and thus makes the body 
of Christ unholy ; “ for the church is the body of 
Christ.” Lam sorry for his dangerous blindness, 
and have trembled for the danger into which he was 
teading his readers. I queried, because I wished 
no unpleasant controversy about tenets. The 
Scriptures are wrested into too many opposing 
sentiments, to suit sectarian spirits, hereticising from 
the Spirit that gave,aod the only thing that ean truly 
expound the Seriptures. “ For the things of God 
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” 1 Cor. 
ii. 11. If we explain this text, as the Editor has 
the text,‘* there ts none good but God,” then it follows 
that all mankind, without exception, know nothing 
of the things of God) Why then do any venture 
to preach? Why then does the Editor write and 
mislead from God, who has promised to teach us 
himself by his Spirit? They who are washed from 
their sins, though they were as crimson and scarlet, 
are white and holy; they that are united to God, 
agreeable to what is said, John xvii. 20. &e. partici- 

te of the divine nature, 2 Pet i. 4, and of his 
i ieem, Heb. xii, 10. They are partakers of Christ, 
Heb. iii. 14. and of the Holy Ghost, vi. 4. In this 
way, men and women are rendered divine, holy, 
Christian and spiritual. Sinners are not of the 
church of Christ, but. the synagogue of Satan, 
Apocalypse,chap.2 v. 9. They are unholy, belong- 


| out,and that regeneration does stil continue to be ne- 
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exhorts to “ work out your own salvation, with fear 
and trembling.” And then Paul, to show whence the 


ipower of worhing is derived, adds, “ For it is God 
‘that worketh in you, both to will and work.” 


To 
God therefore, is all the glory, thoug! man, as a 
iree-agent, rendered again so, since his fall, by grace, | 
is to chuose the Lord tor his portion, is to seek first! 
the kingdow of heaven in preference to every thing | 
else,and lo work out his own salvation,by uniting and | 
co-operating with the Spirit and grace of God,which | 
is the source and author of faith, works,and salvation 


‘in the creature. As we are to work out our salvation | 


now, it is evident that salvation is still to be worked | 


cessary. Cousequeutly, the first part of salvation is 
what Jesus has done, and does still wholly without 
us ; Isaiah lix. 16. * And he saw there was no man, | 
and wondered there was no intercessor; therefore,| 
his arm brought salvation, and his righteousness | 
sustained him. For he put on righteousness as a 
breast-plate, and a helmet of salvation upon his 
head.” By the first part of the salvation of souls, 
all men are put into a salvuble condition. Christ, 
the light, the gospel; the power of God descended 
and descends to men for their salvation. And when- 
ever it now descends, and manitests its light and 
power, then is the time for the second part of salva- 
tion to proceed. Then is the time we have power 
to co-operate, and “work out our own salvation with 
fear and trembling; because it is God who worketh 
in us, both to will and do of his own good pleasure.” 
If the Editor has no experimental knowledge o! 
this secund and essential part that ensures our call- 
ing and election, no wooder he discards this, and 
depends wholly oo the first, and on what Jesus 
Christ did, when he suffered and died for us. If the 
new birth is not this second part of salvation, but is 
what the Editor aflirms it to be, to wit, * a creation 
of all men anew in Christ Jesus about 1800 years 
ago ;” “ and that what appears to Philotheus to be 
the new birth, is nothing more than coming to the 
knowledge of the truth, that he (Philotheus and every 
human being) is“ created anew in Christ Jesus,” (1 
suppose he means, was created anew in him, 1800 
years ago, before the present thousand millions in- 
habitants of this world existed) then I think it may 
be proved, that Paul improperly commanded and 
exhorted us“to work out our own salvation with fear 





ing to an unholy church, and an unholy head, Satan. 
“ They are of their father the devil, whose works 
they do * Jobn viii. 44. Will the Editor with Relly, 
unite holiness with unholiness ; and make Christ to 
have concord with Belial? For he holds all and every 
one of mankind, sinners and saints,are in Christ; and 
that Christ is the head, even of every wicked man. 
If so, who is head of the synagogue of Satan? Is 
Satan and Christ the same being ? “ And are all the 
individuals and nations, and families of the earth i: 
Christ, saved in him, and blessed in him ? That ai 
whoare in him,are saved,are washed from their sins 
and find rest, I believe; but [ do not believe that 
every manis in him; nor that he is in every man. 
They in whom he is not, are reprobates, and repro 
bated, according to the Seriptores of truth, The 
strong man armed, even Saian is in such; and none 
but Christ, the stronger, can cast him out and spoil 
his goods. I do not believe the oath, which the 
Editor mentions so exultingly, as signifying all are! 
in Christ ; and all, saints and sinners, are saved and 
blessed. For if this was a true exposition of the 
text, all would be saved from sins; for Jesus came 
to save from sin, and “ purify unto himself a pecu- 
liar people, zealous of good works,” and consequent 
ly all would be holy, good, and wise, and belong to 
his holy temple, and there could be no synagegue 
of Satan, no strong man. (Satan) in man’s soul to 
de expelled. no new birth necessary Beloved 
readers, I feel interested for your eternal welfare; 
and wish you “ to make your colling” effectual: I 
wish you to attend to the calls of the Holy Spirit, 
which speaks truth; John, xiv 17. convinces sin-! 
ners of sin, and leads inte Christ, in whom only is! 
salvation. For the Gospel dispensation is a minis-| 
tration of the Spirit, 2 Cor. iii. 6. &e. 

The Editor's observation on my note, p. 76. is an. 
tpse dixit, unsubstantinted; and even contradictory, 
to the quotation in the note taken from Paul; who! 





sequently, all, according to the Editor, were made, 


and trembling ,” for itwas worked out, perfected, 
and completed long ago, long before our first birth, 
long before our existence. Why, therefore, should 
we quake and tremble. The way of salvation is 
broad and sure; though Christ deciared, that narrow 
and strait is the way and gate that leads to life, 
and that many would seek to enter the kingdom ot 
heaven without striving as they ought to, and so, 
vould not be able. According to the Editor, Paul 
nould not have said, “ For it is God that worketh 
1 you, &e.” but he should have said, “ For God 





the following questivn, namely, how ean the decla 
rations of Christ and his apostle be truth, exe pt the 
world was saved by Christ, 1800 years ago? Christ 
said, “ he came to save the wovrid ;* and finished thy 
work the Futher gave him te do.” Aud Paul said (ty 
the * saints and taithiul vretheen in Christ at Colos 
se,” chap 1. v. 2.) “we are complete in Christ. 
Philotheus agrees with this; aud i saints are jj 
Christ, and complete im hin, they are perfect and 
holy. but sinners are incumplete who are not in 
bun; aud who have Satau, (not Christ) for thei; 
nead. he saints of Colosse,and not the sinners 
Were circumcised with the circumcision made with 
vut ands As Jesus was circumcised on the eighth 
day without hands, it Iuliows,that the one with hands 
is here wot relerred to by Paul, and that circum. 
cision and baptism, &c., here mentioned, related ty 
ihe pew birth, 1a whieh circumeision, baptism, 
quickening, and resurrection, are essentially neces. 
sary, abu these things are as necessary now, to 
change siapers into saluts, as ever they were. A 
new birth with all 1s requisites is essentially neces 
sary; agreeably to the words of Cirist, * Ye must 
be born again :” born of the Spirit, &e., and when 
we are su burn, we are quickened together wih Christ, 
as the 2d chap. of Colossians, on which | now ex- 
pound, declares, and ail saints have had their sins 
forgiven, when born again; and were not lorgiven 
1600 years ago, as the Editor argues and expounds 
here; applying to sinners and all the world, what 
Paul here spoke, merely,“ to the saints and jatth/ul 
brethren in Christ at Colosse.’’ 

lam accused severely, for not controverting the 
arguments of the Editor. 1] own, i now do it with 
reluctance, though I see no great difficulty in con- 
troverting them. “ We expect,” says the Editor, 
that Philotheus will “ either acknowledge that he 
believes the Scriptures to be éruth (true) or contess 
his infidelity,—down with his FALSE colours, and 
prove to the world, that he is an honest and coura- 
geous man.” My dear readers, do / deserve all this : 
I believe the Scriptures of Moses, the prophets, 
evangelists, and apostles, to be true; I] quote them, 
but because I have avoided controversial exatuina- 
tions of all the misapplied and mal expounded 
Scriptures, his active head brings forward; 1 am ac- 
cused of trifling with the Scriptures, &c. It is with 
regret | am thus urged to write ; and hope the pub- 
lic will excuse me. I will now proceed. 1 have 
been SEAKCHING without success to find the ex- 
pressions, that Jesus Christ said he came “ to save 
the world.” In John iii. 16. Christ says, “ God so 
loved the world, that be gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
&e. v.17. For God sent not his Sen into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the world through 
him might be saved.” “ Might be saved,’ is in the 
subjunctive, or conditional mood; and has reference 
to the condition, i 16th verse, of believing on him 





vath saved you, Cain, Nero, Robertspiere, and all 
nen completely, when Jesus died on the cross.” For 
this salvation being complete, no man need to work 
out his salvation now ; vor strive to enter in at the 
strait gate, or walk the narrow way. For all being 
in Christ, (see p. 77. column 1.) cireumcised when 
Jesus was circumcised, quickened, baptized, buried, 
&e.. when Jesus was, for such I understand to be the 
Editor's belief and exposition of the Scripture; con- 


what he too sneeringly calls white sons, 1800 years 
igo! He also believes expressly, that all died, (be- 
fore they existed) in Adam and Eve, about 6000 
years ago; and made alive again in Christ, about 
1800 years ago. If his belief, expressed in the last 
sentence, be consonant to the truth, our fall and 
death in Adan, and our rising and re-animation in 
Christ. were wholly inconsistent to the Editor’s 
belief in free-agency and free-will. Yet he professes 
to believe in free-agency. Such are the contradic- 
tory propositions and tenets of the Editor; I note 
them, that he may see how to correct himself, and 
eform ; cod that he may write with more modesty 
and homility. I write with good will. 
The Ecitor gives notice as follows: “If Philo- 
theus shonl! ever send another communication for 
this paper, he must, to satisfy the Editor aod our 


18th verse, “ Lie that believeth not on him, is con- 
demned,” &e., and must perish, agreeably to the 
teuor of Christ's discourse there. So that his salva- 
tion o: the world is conditional Mat. xv. 24. He 
says, “‘lam not sent. but to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel ;? and to Israel, and te them only, 
while he was in the flesh, he seut his disciples, chap. 
x. 6. As to Christ’s outward or first coming, Paul 
says, Rom. xv. 8.° That Jesus Christ was a minister 
of the circumcision, &c.” Mat. xviii. 11. says, * The 
Son of man is come to save that which is lest.” 
These were the lost sheep of the house ef ts-wel, 
and not all the world, according to Mat. xv. 4 
This is so far from including all the world, thz1 i 
did not save all the Jews. For Acts xiii. 46. shows, 
that the Jews rejected the word of God, preached 
to them by Paul and Barnabas. And Jesus, because 
the Jews, or perhaps the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel, would not, being free-agents, be all saved, 
wept over Jerusalem very affectionately, because 
they refused to be gathered to him.” Thus we see, 
that when Christ came outwardly, “ made under 
the law,” to his outward people, to save them, he 
would have saved and gathered them, but they, as 
free-agents, would not be saved and gathered. And 
this figure appears still to be substantiated and 











readers, (at least nine out of ten of them) answer 





* I cannot find this io the Scriptures, 
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exemplified; fer though Christ, comes now as a) transgressors is hard.” And here is an evidence of) who boldly denies the positive testimony of Serip- 
light iato all men, to gather and save them, yet how it. We pity Philotheus, who is so wedded to error,| ture ; and, wonderful to relate, pretends to believe 
many refuse to believe in him, and refuse to re- that rather than acknowledge the truth, or even own | the Scriptures; but lest his slit dalilewe should 
ceive his gospel, or power to salvation, and so are the truth so far, as to acknowledge, or even refer to} be as well off as himself, and receive a penny he 
not gathered into his lioly church, nor saved from our evidence adduced from the Scriptures, was re-| cannot help denying, even all that ean give bimself 
their sins. I hope this answer to this important duced to the pitiful shift, to substitute a passage for! any reasonable “hope of salvation, rather than let 
question, at the commencement of this paragraph, theone we had quoted. We repeat it,we pity the man, | them come into their Father's house and be saved 
will satisfy ; for Lhave not room on this sheet to let him be whom he will, who will resortto such!Io few words —we are too goed to mix with publi- 
say more at present. _means to evade the truth. Philotheus adds,“Sinners | cans and sinners,we are righteous, —stand off! Paul 
PuHiLorHevs. are such as are not in Christ,”"&e. Paul declared,that | in the 2d chap. to Ephesians, 18th to 18th verena, 
he was the chief of sinners! Is Paul in Cain and|* But now IN Christ Jesus,ye who were afar offare 

Ishmael? Miserable subterfuge! For shame, Philo- iter nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our 

; | theus,—what! is Paul one of your black sons ? We} peace, who hath broken down the middle wall of 
Although Philotheus accuses us of dealing hard appeal! to the conscience of Philotheus, whether his | partition. Having abolished IN HIS FLESH the 
with him, and even appeals to his dear readers, to | quotation, Acts xiii. 10, is not applicable to himself. | enmity, even the law of commandments contained 
sympathize with him in consequence of our severity, | [t is not the righteousness which Philotheus boasts | in ordinances, for to make IN himself of twain one 
&c,unmoved,we are determined to wield the gutter-| of, it is the righteousness of Christ, to which Ely- jnew man, so making peace; and that he might re- 
tg sword ol truth, and impartially, candidly, and mas was an enemy. Speaking of the oath of Je-|concile both unto God IN one body, by the cross, 
perseveringly, fight the battle out : In the language hovah, Philotheus says, “ it amounts simply to no | having slain the enmity thereby; and came and 
of Paul,—*For the love vl Christ coustraiueth US; more, than, that all the nations of the earth shall be| preached peace to you which were afar off, and 
because we thus judge, that if one died for ail, then blessed in Christ, the seed of Abraham, according to|them that were nigh.” There are two prominent 
were ali dead, (or all died,) And he DikD FOR | the flesh, but of God, according to the Spirit.” The} features ef doctrine in this chap. F'irst, that men 
ALL, that they which live, should not hencetorto | reader is requested to examine Philotheus’ commu-| were reconciled in one body (Christ) on the cross. 
live unto themselves, but unto him who died for nication with attention, aud he will find, what he| Second, That it is in Christ that this reconciliation 
them, and rose again. Wherefore, hencelorth know means by the flesh, to be any thing but Christ.| took place. This is very offensive to Philotheus ; 
we no man after the flesh; YEA, though we have The time spent by Philotheus in twisting and per-|it robs him of his white sonship in himself, and 
known Christ after the Jlesh, yet now benceiorts verting the Scriptures must suffice; we shall pro-| makes him as black as other folks. Philotheus, in 
know we him no more!” Here is our grouud, tere duce positive testimony to prove the fact, and if| his communication, has attempted to crawl away 
is the position we have taken,—and we will told it, Philotheus comes forward and denies it as usual,|from the truth, being completely bent under the 
su long as life shall animate us,—and may our right) we hope he will be honest enough to own, at least,| weight of evidence which pressed him. Our quo 
hand torget her cunning if ever we cease to delend | that we have produced it. Paul to the Hebrews,| tation from Colossians, 2d chap. 8th to 15th verses, 
this citadel of faith, or suffer an enemy to pollute Ks) oth chap. 15th to 18th verses inclusive. “ For) he tries to evade, by sayjng, “ as the Editor agrees 
sacred walls with an unhallowed touch! Reader, when God made promise to Abraham, because he | and expounds here, applying to sinners, and all the 
contrast the declaration of Paul, the servant Ol could swear by no greater, he sware by himself,| world, what Paul here spoke, merely to the saints and 
Christ, with the following Antichristian, and abomi- | ssying, Surely blessing, 1 will bless thee, and multi-| faithful brethren at Colosse.” —Philotheus shall have 
nably absurd and pharasaical declarations of Philo-| plying, 1 will multiply thee ; and so, after he had | no remedy here, but, either to deny in plain terms the 
theus,—* I do not believe, that every man is in him,! patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For | Scriptures, or confess their truth. Evasion and pre- 
Christ,—they who abide not in Christ the vine, and) men verily swear by the greater; and an oath for) varication shall no longer avail him any thing! This 
are out of him, they who are in the flesh, in Adam,! confirmation is to them an end of all strife. Where-| bold declaration,which he bas made,should be prov. 
Cain, Esau, Hagar, Ishmael, which are the carnal jn God willing more abundantly to show unto the! ed, or withdrawn,—it is contrary to the whole tenor 


(To be Continued.) 
REMARKS. 











natures,” Xe. Who is right? Shail we believe Paul, 
the servant and disciple of Christ, or Philotheus, the 
servant and disciple of Antichrist ? One or the other 
are wrong! ‘The matter is now at issue,— 
we are not of those, who believe that black and 
white are of the same colour,—we believe that truth 
and falsehood, or error, are the only alternatives,— 
every declaration we have made in our remarks op 
Philotheus, is supported by the plain unequivocal 
testimony of Scripture ; and we here return to the 
quotation of Philotheus, see John, 8th chap. 44th 
verse, “ Ye are of your father the devil, and the 
lusts of your father ye will do; he was a murderer 
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, be- 
cause there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a 
lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is a liar, and the 
father of it.’ Philotheus must excuse us for using 
his own quotation, and we ask, where did you get 
your declarations, denying that sinners are in Christ, 
and that saints only are in Christ? Your quotations 
from John, prove nothing to your purpose; for first, 
Christ had not then drawn ell unto bim,—mankind 
were not then crucified with, and risen with him, for 
Jesus was not then crucified, be. Second, according 
to Philotheus, none are interested in the sayings of 
Christ, save those to whom he spoke,—consequent 

ly, Christ’s twelve disciples alone are interested! If 
Philotheus finds any fault with this conclusion, ne 
has only to thank himeelf for the premises! The 
object of Philotheus appears to be, to make the 
Scriptures contradict themselves, and then bring in 
the wisdom and traditions of men, to settle the 
matter. We think he will have some difficulty to 
aecomplish his project, and of the two, he will find 
that Relly, against whem he appears to have a par- 
ticular dislike, has the Bible to support him,—and 
Philotheus his own word; consequently, he will have 
to contend with Jehovah, his prophets and apostles, 
and will in the end get wofully defeated. 

Philotheus commences his first paragraph, by 
saying, “ The Editor, in his last answer to Philo- 
theus, mes without proof,—fi'st, that all men 
are in Christ, because the writers of the Scriptures, 
have in writing to the saints, said, * In God we live, 
move, and have our being,” or we are complete in 
him, who is the head of all principality, &e., or 
other such passages.” Solomon says,“ the way of 


|heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel,|of the Bible. Nay more, it is a barefaced and 
jconfirmed it by an oath; that by two immutable|shameful perversion! Let us examine, and see 
| things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we) whether Philotheus’ white sons are alone those 
night have a strong consolation, who have fled for|for whom Christ died, and whether Paul, in 
refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us.” Now| contradistinction to the Editor, who applies the 
this promise is, that IN CHRIST, the seed of Abra-| salvation of Christ to all, merely applies it to the 
ham, “alt the nations and families of the earth)“ faithful brethren and saints” in the little City of 
shall be blessed.” Philotheus has, to use an old) Colosse. In the first chap. 20th and 21st verses, 
saying, “ got his match.” There is no remedy for) Paul says, “ And having (not will one of these days, 
him, but to deny the Scriptures,or confess the truth.| when you are white) made peace through the blood 
The twisting and shuffling, has, so far, at least, in eur} of his cross, by him (not by our works) to reconcile 
opinion, afforded Philotheus no cause for triumph. | all things unto himself; by him I say, whether they 
Philotheus argues, that men are not blessed in| be things in earth, (how is this Philotheus ?) or 
Christ, because, they are not blessed in themselves. | things in heaven. And you (even you, ye Colos- 
| And to prove that sinners are not blessed in Christ,|sians, are included) that were sometime alienated 
jhe instances the case of Paul, and says, “ as it made |and enemies in your minds by wicked works, yet 
i‘aul free from the law of sin and death.” We now hath he reconciled.” We ask Philotheus, it 
really do not know what Philotheus will do with | all things in heaven and in earth, were in Colosse, 
Paul; for Paul declared, that he was “the chief of|and included in the few “ faithful brethren and 
sinners ;” and Philotheus will not allow that sinners | saints who dwelt there ¢ If se, you have no part nor 
have any part or lot in the matter,—we believe,|lot in the matter. Paul, in bis Epistle to the Ro- 
that Paul will give Philotheus a great deal of trouble| mans, Sth chap. 6th to 10th verses inclusive, sets 
before he is done with him. If Philotheus will; Philotheus, his doctrine, and all unbe lievers, at 
read and believe Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, he| defiance. And we earnestly entreat Philotheus, in 
will find,that, Paul,by flesh and Spirit, means those, | bis next communication, net to deny our inferences, 
who, are like Philotheus, going about to establish! without denying the Seriptures they are founded 
their own righteousness, which is of the law, (flesh) upon; and to quote them inote ad of substituting 
and those, who trust alone to the righteousness of | something in their place. We use this phraseology, 
Christ. “ Stand by, for I am holier than thou,”| because we think it is impossible for him to evade 
was not Paul’s doctrine; and we advise Philotheus | them, and we wish to see him act candidly, other- 
to talk less about his while sons, and not to despise | wise he cannot expect to benefit his readers, or 
those, whom he describes as belonging to the “ syna- | deserve even approbation himself. Paul declares, 
gogue of Satan.” There is one who is greater than “For when we were yet without strength,in due time 
our consciences, and who knoweth all things; his Christ died for the ungodly. (Quere. Do the ungod- 
(judgment will be just. And itis sufficient for us to ly belong to the synagogue of Satan, or are they 
iknow, that we are the chief of sinners; this thank-! white sons?) For searcely for a righteeus man will 
|ing God, that we are not as other men are, is very ‘one die; yet peradventure, for a good man some 
_ poor business; and we fear,that the difference existing would even dare to die But God commendeth 
between the boaster, and those whom he despises, is his love toward us, in that while we were yet sin- 
very far from being in his favour! “ Do ye look on ners, Christ died for us. (It seems it is net the Edi- 
things after the outward appearance? if any man) tor, but Paul, who applies the salvation of God to 
trust to himself that he is Christ’s, let him of him-|sinners!) Much more then, being now justified b 

‘self think this again, that, as he is Christ’s, even so his blood, we shall be saved from wrath vent | 
are we Christ’s.”. Cor. 2d Epistle, 10th chap. 7th,him. For IF when we were enemies, we were 
verse. Philotheus, after making a few observations, | reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
says, * This may serve to manifest, that all are not| more, heing reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” 
\IN JESUS CHRIST!” Reader, here is a man, Now, Philotheus, what do you think of “merely 
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applying it to the faithful brethren and saints at struction, relative to all men being unholy; we re-|things without murmurings and disputings, that ye 







Colosse?” Is it the Editor, or Paul, who talks | peat it,—and declare, that “ there is none good but! may be blameless, &c., and they are encouraged to 


about saving sinners 1800 years ago? What think | one, and thatis God ; 0 
you, Philotheus, [f when we were ENEMIES, we |sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

were reconciled to God by the DEATH of his/It appears, therefore, that Philotheus is much of- 
SON! much more, BEING (already) reconciled, we | fended at our plainness ; we tell him to his head. 
shall be saved by his life! We request Philotheus| that all bis pretensions are rotten! And saving the 
to read this chapter Carefully, and see, whether he | righteousness of Christ, the Head of every man, 
And| which he, as a member of his body, in common 
Paul says, “but not as the offence, so also is the| with all men possess, and taking into consideration 


cannot apply it to sinners and all the world. 


gift.” We wish Philutheus to answer, without any 
evasion or equivocation, one plain question,—name- 


ly,—how do they differ? Is the offence greater | he otherwise would have committed, be is no better 
than the gift, or the gift greater than the offence ?| than the worst man living. It is surely wonderful, 
Ful in his Epistle to the Ephesians, 2d chapter, de- that we are threatened by Philotheus, for speaking 


clares, “ But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins, (“ sinners, says Philotheus, are not of 
the church of Christ, but of the synagogue of 
Satan,”) hath quickened us together with Christ, 
(we again ask Philotheus, when was Christ quicken- 
ed? was it not 1800 years ago?) by grace are ye 
saved, and hath salen us up together, (when was 
Christ raised, was it not 1800 years ago? Answer 
this question) and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus.” We wish Philotheus to 
answer these questions; not quote other passages, 
with a view to prove these to be false. Were not 
sinners raised with, and in Christ ? Sinners, to all 
intents, so far as related to any thing they did, or 
eould do? But holy, because quickened with Christ? 
“ For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works,” &e. Had they any thing 
to do in this creation ? Is not this creation in Christ: 
Philotheus speaks of “ many being called, and but 
few chosen.” He is requested to look at our 17th 
Number, 65th page, 3d column. Relative to the 
Corinthians, who had made their calling and election 


| 


sure, and whom Philotheus calls the temple of 


God, we ask him, how they could be sure, according 
to his view of the subject, when Paul says, “ If any 
man defile the temple of God, him shall God de- 
stroy.” If this is the case, and the destruction end- 
less misery, according to your view of the subject, 
how can you call your election sure, &c? Philo- 
theus, by adding to Paul, gets into trouble. We ask 
Philotheus for his authority, for saying, that “ they 
who abide not in Christ, are in Adam, Cain, Esau, 


Hagar, and Ishmael."* We inform him, that the) 


Scriptures no where authorize this ; and the reader 
will properly appreciate the declarations of one, 
which have no support but the disturbed imagina- 
tion of him who gave them birth. We suggest to 
Philotheus, the propriety of using more caution in 
future, and not attempt to palm upon the public for 
Scripture, the crude and crooked notions of his own 
head. Philotheus’ “ awful perversion,” which he 
charges us with, and which he attempts to prove us 
guilty of, for declaring, that “ none are good,” and 
which he would construe to mean defiling the 
temple of God, &c., admits, we think, of a question. 
We declare, that all men are created anew in Christ 
their Head,—in Christ dwells the fulness of the God- 
head bodily, and we being complete in him, are in 
Christ the holy temple of God. Now, Philotheus 
declares, that a part of the body of Christ, or man- 
kind, has the devil, or Satan, for their head; we, 
therefore,submit it to the conscience of Philotheus, 
whether he, and not the Editor, does not defile the 
temple of God, by “ calling that unclean which God 
has cleansed 2” All men are, in themselves,consider- 
ed vile and wicked. But in Christ they are holy. 
It is in vain for Philotheus to deny this ; the Scrip- 
tures are full of this doctrine,—he might as well 
deny the existence of any visible object. Philo- 
theus says, “ Let the defying Goliah, who scoffs 
at the regeneration of sinners to fit them for God's 
holy temple, dread the consequence!” To this we 
say, Amen. We believe in the regeneration of all 
men,—nay more, it is done! All are in Christ, born 
again, and the time is coming, when all shall arrive 
at the knowledge of their salvation; and glorify 
God. Philvtheus has said much about our miscon- 








* Which signify,in their —— languages, Adam, 
earthly — Cain possession ,— Hagar,a stranger,— Ishmael, 
Ged ae hears. —Zeau, he that does, or acts. "s 


And if we say we have no 


this, by a promise of assistance from God. Sup- 
posing they did not do this, therefore the conse- 
quence would be, they would not be saved from 
these evils in this life, but would suffer here the 
consequence of contention, &c. If it was the 
salvation of the soul which Paul meant, his lan. 
guage weuld have been different. Philotheus hag 
done us the favour to quote a passage in point,— 


the restraining power of God, which has prevented | Isaiah, 5¥th chap, 16th verse,—* And he saw there 


him from the commission of many crimes, which 


disrespectfully of the goodness of his white sons, 
and giving ALL the glory to God! We believe 
Paul was as good a man as any man living in our 
days, and with all his goodness, a poor, weak, sinful 
mortal. Paul told the truth when he said he was 
the chief of sinners! And when he spoke of his 
vile body of sin and death, he meant what he said. 
He did not revile himself, that others might sooth 
him, and say, Why Dr. Paul, you are a very good 
man, you are holy! Paul would have a A the 
wretch who would have uttered such falsehoods. 
We repeat it,—God is great and good! man is 
weak and wicked! And we assure Philotheus, that 
we have no faith whatever in his divinity and holi- 
ness, but believe him to be as vile as the vilest, and 
the chief of sinners! Philotheus says, “I do not 
believe the oath, which the Editor mentions sw 
exultingly,” &e. Well does Philotheus observe, 
“For it this was a true exposition of the text, all 
would be saved from sins,” &c. This is plain Eng- 
lish. The Seriptures shall settle the question. We 
think it, however, looks black for a white son to de 
clare, he does not believe the OATH of Jehovah ! 
“ Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for 
every man. The blood of Jesus cleanseth from all 
sin. He hath by one offering, perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified.” And “* the times o! 
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by 
the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world 
began,” are approachiug.—and “ All nations whom 
God has made, shall come and worship before him, 
and glorify his name ” Philotheus refers his beloved 
readers to the 14th chap. of John, 17th verse. We 
ask, what dves the Spirit of truth testify? Thi: 
same John declares, * We have both seen and do 
testify. that the Father sent the Son to be the 
Saviour of the world!’ Philotheus, it seems, could! 
not find this. Quere Supposing be had looked iv 


was no man, and wondered there was no interces 

sor, therefore his arm brought salvation, and hj 

righteousness, it sustained him.” Here is proof 
positive, that the salvation of the soul is wholly 
Without any agency of man. Again, “I am God 

and beside me there is no Saviour.” Consequently, 
God alone can, and does save the soul,—man assist. 
ed by God, can, and does frequently save the body 

which is the salvation Paul refers to. In the dd 
chap. of the Acts, 40th verse, Peter exhorted them, 
“ Saying, save yourselves from this untoward gene- 
ration.” Not save themselves from endless misery 

The declaration of Paul, “ Ye are saved by grace 
through faith, and that not of yourselves,” &e., is 
proof positive ; and Paul, we think, knew his owa 
meaning a little better than Philotheus “We musi 
apologize to our readers, for consuming so much of 
our time and paper, in answering Philotheus, 
Were all our reade:s mature in age and experience, 
ten lines would have been sufficient, to have proved 
the falsity of such conclusions. Philotheus’ com- 
munication is interspersed with expressions of his 
confirmed aversion to tie salvation of Christ. Did 
he make a stand, and after denying, produce proof, 
he would, at least, be entitled to the appellation of 
being candid. Philotheus has quoted Isaiah, 59th 
chap. 16th verse. “ Therefore his arm brought 
salvation,” &e.; and tries to make it appear, that 
by salvation, is only meant, that all men were putin 
» salvable condition. Let us have a fair view of this 
miserable sophistry. By a salvable state, is meant, a 
state in which they can be saved. This supposes, 
that all men were ina state previous to his putting, 
in which they could not be saved! And Philotheus 
pretends, that Christ could not have saved men 
before they were born——how then could they be 
put in a salrable slate, before they were in any state? 
Surely Philotheus has a poor memory! Quere. “Is 
not the way of the transgressor hard?” Supposing, 
we should have a new translation of the Bible, and 
instead of reading, “ his arm brought salvation,” it 
should be rendered,—* his arm brought a salvable 





that chapter where he found it said, that sinners,Xe. 
were in Adam, Cain, Ishmael, Hagar, &c. We 
earnestly hope our readers willattend to the ealls of 


|\CONDITION,” how would this do? Philotheus 


has much to say about our own salvation. Let us 


| -uppose this is never attended to by man, still Phi- 


the Spirit; but not the spirit that inspires Philotheu-.| lotheus says, “ all men are put into a salvable condi- 


The declaration of Paul, to “ work out your ows. 
salvation with fear and trembling,” &c., is easily 
explained. The note, Philutheus refers to, we have 
answered in substance a number of times, and till 
Philotheus produces something from Scripture, to 
prove the first part of salvation ineffectual, and the 
second part absolutely necessary in this life, we think, 
he had better say no more about it. We again 
assure Philotheus, that his deelaration, especially if 
put against the oath of God,and the positive declara 

tions of the Scriptures, is good for nothing!!! It is 
time to be done with this trifling. e are tired of 
it,and expect definite answers,and no more evasions. 
The declaration of Paul, Philippians, 2d chap. 12th 
verse,“ Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God which worketh in you, both 
to will and to do of his good pleasure,” is explained 
by the context which follows, namely,—* Do ali 
things without murmurings and disputings ; that ye 
may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God. 
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and per- 
verse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the 
world.” Paul, in 9th, Loth and 11th verses, informs 
them of a glorious truth,—that every knee should 
bow to Jesus’ name, and every tongue confess, that 
he is Lord tothe glory of the Father; he then 
says, Wherefore, or in consequence of Christ being 
the Saviour of all men, all in heaven and earth,— 
work out your salvation,—the salvation of your 





souls is already worked out by Christ,—do all 


tion,” and this is done by God. The Scriptures 
declare, that “ whatsoever God doeth it shall be for 
ever!” We, therefore, ask Philotheus, how they can 
| get out of their salvable condition ? 
(To be concluded next week.) 
—_—j— 
To Correspondents. 


Our correspondent at Springfield, N. J. shall be noticed 
in our next, 

All communications forwarded the Editor per mail, to 
be published in this paper, must be “ post paid” City 
correspondents are informed,that a letter box is placed at 
the entrance of the office of the Gospel Herald, 93 Gold 
Street, for the reception of their communicatiuns. 
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NOTICES. 
Persons wishing to subscribe for this paper, are res- 
veetfully requested to call at No. 464 Pearl Street, 


where a subscription is open, and where they can ob- 
‘ain the Numbers from the first. 
Those persons who reside at, or in the vicinity of 
Norwalk, Conn. who wish to become subscribers to this 
aper, are informed, that Mr. Noah S. Bailey, of Nor- 
walk, will receive subscriptions, and supply them with 
the Numbers from the commencement, &c. 
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